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houses of no special features. It is now a Municipal town of 38,967
inhabitants and 6,784 houses, fairly built, particularly clean for an
Indian town, and healthy. It is the head-quarters of the local adminis-
tration, including the Collector, whose office and treasury are near the
railway station, the District Judge, whose court is hard by, the Super-
intending Engineer of the fourth circle, and the Executive Engineer in
charge of the district, who occupy for their office the cotton godown
used by Dr. Wight in the cotton experiments of 1841-49; the Deputy
Inspector-General of Police and District Superintendent, the Zillah
Surgeon, the Deputy Conservator, and the Local Fund Engineer. A
Chaplain is also stationed here, and the beautiful little church is archi-
tecturally and otherwise a pleasing feature in the landscape. The
central jail, accommodating 1,221 inmates, is noted for its plan and
management, and the civil dispensary under Municipal supervision is
doing most useful work. Three Missions are stationed here, viz., the
Roman Catholic French Mission, headed by a Bishop, whose cathedral
is a marked object in entering the town by rail; the London Mission,
whose premises are near the Collector's office ; and the Lutheran Mission.
The usual public offices, as also a railway station and telegraph, are
available. The town is the centre of a considerable trade, and the
chimney and roof of Messrs. Stanes* coffee and cotton works, in which
are employed 1,000 hands, are conspicuous and, in their way, pleasing
objects. There is a good second-grade college, notable as being a private
and not a Grovernment institution, a high school, etc., attached to the
college, another belonging to the London Mission, and a new private
one; also a normal school for the training of elementary schoolmasters.
The public bungalow is much used by visitors and travellers on their
way to and from the hills, that at Podanur being now closed.

Mettupdlaiyam is the station of a Deputy Tahsildar and second-class
Magistrate, the terminus of the Nilgiri branch of the Madras Railway,
and the starting-point of the Nilgiri ghdt, soon, it is believed, to be
ascended by a Rigi railway; it is therefore a place of importance. It
has a dispensary, bungalow, hotel, etc., and the post-houses of the
agencies for carrying passengers and goods to the hills. It is notori-
ously hot and unhealthy. The Bhavani runs by the town and gives
good fishing; game of aU sorts is abundant within a short distance.

Perdr or M61 Chidambaram, 4 miles from Coimbatore, has a remark-
able temple of great sanctity and alleged age; it is one of the few
that Tipft respected both in its buildings and lands. Fergusson has
visited the spot and has remarked upon its sculptures ,* he considers
the buildings to be of very recent date (eighteenth century), as shown
by the figure of a sepoy with musket, etc., sculptured in the porch or
mandapam in front of the shrine, and thinks that its completion was
probably interrupted by the Mussulman assumption of Mysore; Bucha-
nan's remarks corroborate this. The inner shrine is, no doubt, of con-
siderable ,antiquity, as Perur is one of the seven Kongu Sivdlayams.